
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

For Immediate Release 
 
April 20, 2009 
 
Formula DRIFT Team Drift Results; 
Team Drift Alliance Takes the Victory at the Toyota of Long Beach Grand 
Prix  
 
 
Long Beach, Calif. – April 20, 2009 – Formula DRIFT held the annual Team Drift competition during 
the Toyota of Long Beach Grand Prix this past weekend. The Drift Alliance team won the event for 
their second consecutive victory. The team consisted of Chris Forsberg, Justin Pawlak, and John 
Russakoff.  
 
For the 4th consecutive year Team Drift has been apart of the Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach. 
Team Drift entertained thousands of fans during the 3-day event weekend that was highlighted with 
the IndyCar racing event. With an estimated attendance of about 175,000 for the three days, the 
Team Drift competition introduced drifting to many new fans.  
 
“Drifting has become a fixture on the Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach schedule. The Formula 
DRIFT teams and drivers definitely add an extra flare to the race weekend and the fans look 
forward to it,” said Jim Liaw president and co-founder of Formula DRIFT. “The organizers of the 
Grand Prix were the first to put Formula DRIFT's drifting cars on a full course demonstration 4 years 
ago. It speaks volumes about their innovative vision and about the drifting's mass audience 
appeal.” 
 
For the 2nd year in a row the Drift Alliance team came out on top with a score of 29.5 points. Team 
Drift Alliance consisted of Chris Forsberg, Long Beach local Justin Pawlak, and John Russakoff as a 
late addition to the team. Team TBA with Samuel Hubinette, Kyle Mohan, and Conrad Grunewald 
came in a close 2nd with 26.75 points. In 3rd place, Team Underdogs consisting of Dan Pina, 
Michael Essa, and Cody Parkhouse finished with 16.75 points. Parkhouse was a late addition after a 
crash during practice took out both his teammates, Matt Powers and Patrick Mordaunt, on Team 
“The Heat”. 



 
“The Drift Alliance team was the most consistent throughout the weekend,” said Formula DRIFT 
judge Andy Yen. “They stayed the tightest through the hairpin turn with all 3 cars coming out 
together in unison, which the fans really enjoyed.”  
 
Judging for Team Drift was based on the teams ability to drift in unison, closeness between cars 
with the closer the distance the better, and overall excitement including fan reaction. Both Formula 
DRIFT judges Ernie Fixmer and Andy Yen judged the event on a 15 point scale awarding each team 
a maximum of 15 points based on their performance on Turns 9, 10, and 11 of the Long Beach 
Grand Prix street course.<BR 
The 2009 Formula DRIFT Pro Championship series continues on May 8-9 in Braselton, GA at Road 
Atlanta for Round 2: Proving Ground.  
 

 
Formula DRIFT Team Drift Results 

1. Team Drift Alliance Chris Forsberg, Ryan Tuerck, and John Russakoff 29.5 Points 

2. Team TBA Samuel Hubinette, Conrad Grunewald, and Kyle Mohan 26.75 Points 

3. Team Underdogs Michael Essa, Dan Pina, and Cody Parkhouse 16.75 Points  
 
 
Full official standings available on: www.formuladrift.com 

For more information / media images / inquiries contact:  
John Pangilinan 
The ID Agency 
562.491.7503 
john@theidagency.com 
 
 
ABOUT FORMULA DRIFT 
 
Entering its sixth season, Formula DRIFT is recognized as the North American professional drifting 
championship. Established on the streets of Japan, drifting has evolved into a worldwide competitive sport 
that challenges each driver's driving ability and vehicle control. Formula DRIFT provides a forum for 
professional drifters to compete in 7 events nationwide for the coveted Formula DRIFT Championship crown. 
As the first official series in North America, Formula DRIFT has taken competitive motorsports to the 
extreme attracting fans and car enthusiasts from all walks of life and establishes itself as the global focal 
point for the Sport. For a race schedule and ticket information, visit: www.formuladrift.com. 
 
ABOUT IMG SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
 
Operating in 30 countries, IMG Sports & Entertainment's diverse businesses include: consulting services; 
event ownership and management; fashion events and models representation; licensing; golf course design; 
and client representation in golf, tennis, broadcasting, speakers, European football, rugby, cricket, motor 
sports, coaching, Olympic and action sports. IMG Academies are the world's largest, multi-sport training and 
educational facilities, delivering world-class training experiences to more than 12,000 junior, collegiate, 
adult, and professional athletes each year. More information is available at: www.imgworld.com. 
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